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BOi\3D OF DIRECfORS goarO and will be a,nnounced in due time. The Board also approved
U. Ipsen, i{. Sindt a reduction in nenbersh:ip dues to $1.00 for nevr individuaJ. menbers
M. I[rightrDr. Davida.ntl S]..25 for ner.r famil]' members who join the society after June 1o
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News anJ Views

IRESIDENS' S ]"MSS..1.GE

Can you inagine a colorfuL Persian ca,rpet of real flowers? Such is
the effect of tviro t96e introductions by Riverdale kis Gardens,
iSun Sparkler and. rGarrret Gleamt. They are 4-5" talI, bloon ln
early May and are the developments of rdl'rarfs il hybridizerr -tDave
Sindt. tSun Sparklet is the answer to bright yellow for early
spring color. lfhether used for potting, borders, rock gardens,
landscaping or just planted j-n the garden, nothing could be more
beautiful at this tine of yearr tGarrret Glea;u, is the reel carpet
ma.lter' It ie reddish violet rrrith a light beard. It blooms for a
shorter period of time than rSun Sparklet but the effect is more
intense.
The Executive Board of the tw:in City Irj-s Society met on l"tay! at
the home of L[rs. Dallas lflesser. BilI Bledsoe, president of the
American lri.s Society vras avarded a.rr honorar5r membersh:ip at this
meeting, It w:i1L be rn^y honor to nake this award personally, in
your name, at the ir,merican Iris Society Convention in Ne-vr York.

The Board voted a special appropriation of $50.00 to support the
Regional activities of Reglon I or the iluerican Iris Societyl The
lTiscorrsin Society had already contributed a siltilar Bun.

The Auction Comnrittee will meet in early June. The $how Comnittee
for the June Show requeste the help of all members Friday night
June 5th at Southdale to help set up, 4P[.{ for draping the "tables,
6IM tor the rest; and, ageui.n on Sunday nisht to help teke donn the
show. All are encouraged to enter as ma,ny entries as you ca.n. Ehe
irises Look better ttlis year than they have in many years and
barring any maJor clirnatic disaster re should be abLe to make
this a very successful show,

The publications counittee has sent to 158 Giifden Clubs in l.iir:n.
two sheets: fhe [\rin Citv lri.s Societv Information for Garden Clubs
and Tfhat the
city prepared by Southdale rras also included in this mailing.
Orrtstate organizatlon is rnouing ahead. -[ s]"ide prog:ra,m and syliubus
including 10 slides is ready for use and a seeond one is in pre-
paration. In the meantine the 157th nenbershj.p card has been used
so far this year. Several honorary nemberships were voted by the

The nenberships tenuinate rcith the year - to facilitate bookkeeping

I have appointed a nom:iuating coramittee at the recornnendation of
menbers of the Board. It rril1 be cha;ired"by Tlarren Joh:rson,
Dorothy Rudser and T{alter Carlock a.re members.

E Ju1ius lVadeka,roper
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JUIIE 6 ancl 7 - TIilE ANNUAI IRIS SHO[{,
Entries nay be placed from 6,1i.{ to 104M. &rter through the Donaldson Lane,

YOU CA}I.Camel parking lot, 3A.INS I'flLUItEVEfr,

smclAt DINNm IdISIING - ImDNESDIY, JUNE 10 - 6:J0 p.n.
$rriss Chalet Buffet, )201 Excelsior Boulevard

SPs;r.*rKER.: DR. Cf,ARKE C0SGROIJE, San Gabriel, California
$econd Vice President, American lris Society, and Chairnan,
Exhibitlons Conr:rittee

'rThe Care and Feeding of Flower Chj.ldren" is the title Dro Cosgrove has selected to
discuss at the meetlng of the [win City lris Society on the evening of June ]0. Drr
Cosgrove was the banquet speaker at the national convention of the i\nerican lris
Society in i,Lilwaukee last year, a^nd nembers of our society who heard him found hi,r
both authoritative arid entertaiai.ng. We are indeed fortunate that he was milling to
nake the tvrin cities a stop on his returrr trip to his Callfornia home froro the Gclcien
r\nrriversary raeeting of the AIS in Nerr york.
Al-1 nenbers and, friende of the [\rin City Iris Society, those outside the metropolita:r
are& a,s well as those inside, are urged to attend this dinner meeting. fhe cost for
the dinner rrill be $].25 and resenrations are needed by Jr:ne 4. please cal1 1.,[rs. 1J.G"
Sindt (436-79$) or drop a card to herc Route {, tux 216, Stillwater, I.,{inn. 55OBZ,
Since such reservrtions will be honored, please also cancel in advance 5.f noceosar;r1

- Charlotte
TTIE ENRIY IRIS SHOifl OF T}T1 TWIN CITY iRTS SOCIIITY --
Orer 2)0 entri.es by nore than 20 extribitors in all classes a,ssured the trarly lris
Show a p3-ace of nerit anong sueh events. The l,tirriature firarf Bearded section (un-
branched irises that bloon early and are up to 10" taI}) naa sone exceptional entri-es.
The section chanpion was rLii.ttle Joe', a d^ark violet self with a lighter beard a.nd
anr outstanding little specinen on the shovr tab1e. In the standard Dcrarf Bearded
section (irises 10 to 15" ta}l) tCherry Gardent (8. Jones) was Section Chalpion. It
is deep red. with good elean color and excellent forrr. tDark Sparkt (Sinat) proved. to
be a goocl variety for amang'i-ng as well as for the horbiculture d.isp1ayo '.
Ontstanding seedlings on the show table weres Dunbar 70-12, wine red SDB w'ith a dark-
er halo and a beautiful wtrlte beard; rDancing Eyesr (Sinatl SDB yil:ith crea,E colored
standards and falls erlged w:ith light cream blending into a dark halo; tJelly Beant
(Dunbar) deep viotet lrlDB with gold beard; tlTild Bluebemyr (Sindt) a l,{DB of light
blue stanclards and falis edged blue turrring to brown. fhe beard is ye11ow in the
heart turaing to crea:l as it crawls out on the fa-l1s. The species were also represent-
e& at the show witir lr_lalkanaT I. aph:f].I-a, I. rei_chenbachiir ed I. baqthii H-52-20.
[he potted plants nake a fine section. It is a good way to exiribit thlngs one nay not
be inclined to cut. It also shows the possibilities of using the smaller irises as
potted plants. The section champi-on was rDark Sparkr(Sindt), a very dark blue self
with tmo fine blootlts.tBtror,nrettet wa"s a fine 5 flovrered well proportioned entry. I
also liked rLittle Elac'kfoott (Rhinehardt) and tGingprbread Mant (8. Jones), a
'rond.erful bromnr rrith a magnificent blue beard.. The arilbred class had trro entrj.es.
Sach class in the arrangement section was introduced rrith an appropriate spring quote;
r"Lnd in green r:nder$ood a:td cover blossom by blosson the spring begyinstr- an arrange-
ment of apple blossons and rrhite I,ltDBrs j.n a green triangular pool won as tBest
ii*raagement t. Other blue ribbon lvinners vrere as follows r 'rspring vrith her golden suns
and silver rains, etc.rr- a sna1l knarled piece of wood, (tater aseertained to be
jack pine) and three yeL1ow green irj.ses i'r'ith v:i.o1a puiescens and a jack pine tu"ig;
rrNever yet was a springtime late, ete.r'- three white irises in a tall slender vase
and a jackpine branch3 r'li?hen birds do sing, etc."- four lilli yel3.ov irises were
cleverly set off by Vitps riparia (lirild grape) and gensqva_ria mounted on a jack pine
slab. iutthough sone people thought the bi::d $a"s a snake turned upside dovrn, the
sJranger insisted that it was an j.llusive stork. Aetually I thought it was a knaried
jack pine branch; I'But rather.A.pril, wet by kind, etc.'t- an inpressive tower of blue
dvarfs. Our thanks to l:,lrs. Clarence Borgrrthe a"rrangernents judger - J. lladekarnper



coL0i1 -< CO},[PUIER. IZED
by Edith Ki-mber

Ca,meras, lawn movrers, ta:<esr md irises have all become more eonplex, but here
we will only tackle irisesr To make a direct start, it would be helpful to eonsult
the A.f.S. BlrlLetin of January 1!J0; the article on color classificatj-on begins on
page ]1. Now, you faint-of-heart, donrt be intimidated by a fov letters and nunbers *
all are very logical symbols. Briefly, here is the codes

PATTERN

1 a Self
2 E Plicata
1 Bitone
4 - Bicolor
5 { Blend.
6-Rim
7 - '/eining
B - Spot or Signal
9 - Base (standards) or

Haft ( falls )

L foIlowi.:rg color of plicatas indicates llght1y marked; H, heavily marked,
lower case letter indicates color of styles (std.) or color of beard (falts).
Lower case letter preceding the dominant color symbol indicates subsidiary
color for blends. The / wark separates the coding, standards/falls.
You u:i1I note that the letters representing saturation, or depth of a particular

color, are self-explanatory. Equally relevant are the letters coding the.indiuidual
colors (tfre m - Black is indicative of the Latin Niger, to avoid confusi-on with B -
Blue). Also please note that starting n1th R - Red, these colors are listed vrith
their related colors folloiui-ng and preceding, with the excepti.ons, of course, r,vhj-te
and bIaek. Tiris is readily apparent to all you old pai-nt m:lxers t In-betvreen shades of
blue-vioIet, orang*yeIIow, and, other terbiary colors vr"iII fa1l into their proper
order, alttrough it may be up to you to decide whether it ls blue-violet or violet-'
blue. In inls talk, it is the second color mentioned that is considered dominant.
The eolor of the standards determines the general color cla.ss.

fhe nr.merlcal cod:ing for patterns may be a little slower soak:ing in thatr are the
color s3rnebols. For most of us, I thn:5 are vrell established, but letrs get th:is
straight - Bitone (1) rneans two shades or intensities of the same basic color. Fa.mi1-
iar rllline & Rosest woultl be thus coded. PRV,/FRV, Bicolor (+) is just exactly vrhat the
term implies - std.r/fa1ls of two distinctly different colors. \''lhat we used to call
amoenas and variegatas typlfy the bicolors, but the newer term is more expansive.
Synbols 6 thru p are new, and r,ri1l enable hybridj-zers to describe new registrati-ons
and introduetions more accurately (ari.l veining, signal, prmila spot, shoulders,
blazes, rims, beards). l.{y ov,rn memory tickler in learrring thes.e is to think of the
outside of the :i"ris bloour, 6 - Ri-m, a,nd to work in'rard to the std. base or fa1Ist
hafts, !.

The trend in shows is torrard cl-a.gses listed. by color symbols rather than by
mere consecutive numbers - Y - Ye11ow, Y -2 Ye1low ground plicatas, .Y-5 Yellow Blendri"
and. all the others. They can then be subdivicled by show committees if entries vrarren';,

Novr letrs discuss these individual colors. In most shov,rs, wh:lte selfs are sub-
classes because of their abundance. The lflt1lf, vrhite-whites, (laugh a little) are those
with no other prominent color - rHenry Shawt, tTranquilityt. Those with a yellow cast
are soneti-mes called wanm wtrltes, the blue tint whites are referred to as cool vrhites,
but this i-s an old generalization. Nerrest vrrinkle here is to note the color of a def-
inj"te cast or tint thus: IIIG for ttime Shq.dows; $I1B1 rCelestial Snowr; l4rIY tQueen's
Lacet. I am presently guesting a seedling, a pink cast white which nay fa1I into r,10r

SATURATIOII

P E Pale
t - tight
F - FUll
D ts Dark
DD E Very Dark

}IUE

TI - Wh:Lte
RERed
0 - Orange
Y E Yellow
G E Green
B - Blue
V - Violet
RV E Red-Violet
N - Black

ts Continued.



Con't - C0IOR, COMPUIERIZED

or to furbher describe its light coral beard, 01,/0Wo" (Pronor:nce this one aloud arid
someone may throw you an o1d ham bone). A white gror.md plicata, tstepping Outt would
be Tf2V; ,Rimfiret, I[2R. fhe V a;r:d the R describe the color of the stippling,

The nert color listed, R - Red, boasts no spectnrn shade in j-ri.ses, but consider
the progress, Sone shows divide their reds; orarrg+-brovn side and purple side. Qultenaturally, the let-dom"nr or dilution, of red. is pink. Few are considered true pi*r
but here againr hybridizers have made strides. Taking red in the other direction,
the dark red selfs may be classes, tBangt, DRi tEdenitet, DDR.

0 - Orange starts vrhat vre have been calling flaralngo pink; ri\.[ay Ha11,, tFleetat,
and a'whole aflny are confortable here as PC, PaJ-e Frange, vre could add a 1, neaning
self. i,tore intensive shades are beefing up th:!s color, say, r],Iirinesota Glitterst, LRC
Light Red-Orange, and rrd better refrain from giving otrreri anJr advertising in this
class! Think dark and you lrill find. yourself into the brovrns, (orange blends),rBronze-Belltr DO5; and to give equal time, lavone Neyrs Iovely rfontebor, DO5 - here
we couLd get fancy in describing the violei b].aze, Doi/D0vB.

Y - Yellow selfs range from pal-e rCream Crestr, py; tRivierar, Ly; rUltrapoiset,
FY. Yellow ground plicatas are legion, rCayenne Caperst, Y20. In the bitones (std.
and f. different shades of yellow) tButtercup Borrerr, Li/W, or the older way, Y]LP.
(Let me editoriaJ-j-ze here --I like the slash-/ aivi.airry's*dit, and, the sooner iris
people officially take this on, the better wil-l be the descriptions of registrations
and j-ntroductions. Now letrs get the fotks who wrlte the catalogs to conform. lTe have
too many terus 1lke elusive, ethereal, umbrageous. ) Mearrwhlle back to the yellows.
In bicolors, the standards are vari.ous sha.des of yellow, falls a different color, as
oldt old rStaten Is1a^ndt, t/DAi tPretendert, Y/Y. The newer blended variegatas,tAmlgors Guitar'r l5/Yi and here eomes anotirer conmercial, rRiverdaletr OR/RV,-br
now you must suspect that the yeIIow blends can cover the waterfront - delicatefGlittering Ambertr PY5; rOlympic Torcht t LY5, stu::ning rGolden ll,tinkf r FY5i again we
approaoh brown, but vrith yellovr as the uaderlying color.

Donrt expect the G - Greens to match a bunch of broccoli - yet. But if you are
old. enough, thj.i* of what we used to call pink. Scares you! I vrould list here,tFluted timer, LYG. Progress has been especially good in the }Iedians. Lrlarry newer ones
are charbreuse. rTrendr, introduced in 1969, is registerecl as e green bitone,
Ic/ Olive G,

3 - Blues are so famjliar I niIl not further bore you, in case you have read.
this far. The same rules apply to the V - Violets. Because so marrJr blends with red
have been developed, the A.I.S. has set up an in-between RV - Red.-Violet. This should
take care of rMary Randa1lt and her many grandchild.ren. fhe pate orchid pinks, rPink
Cloverr, PRV check in her4. A blend (5) is a basic color i,r-j-th one or more overlaying
colors. [he V and RV classes can clairn marr3rr

This takes us fu]I circle to the iV -' Blacks, tdrich are presently intensities of
red, riolet, or b1ue, vrith the designaiion DD_. As with other developments, the
goa,l gets closerr Some show committees prefer to list these very dark irises on the
program as Elack, some bench them rnith the related basic color. frlI not opj.ne.

Iri.s grovrers shoui.d thoroughly learn the eoding for types of irises - TalI
Bearded, T. Br; Standard Dwarf Bearded, S.DrB.; etc. This must be the first consider-
ation in horticultural show entries, even before they are cofor classed.

Regardless of sSnnbols and vrhat the book says, color nust be classed by eyeball
on the exhibl*ion bench. Soil and other conditj.ons ca4 vary the colors. Hybridizers
use different charts for comparison (lTilsonr R.H.S., etc); others who are 1ess
scientific, just guess. And a few might see colors that are not really there - the
elusive gUjrsJ 

\\

(Edith Kinber is Editor of the lIISCONSIN STANDARDS i'J[D FALIST and a member of our
society. ) a



E)GII3ITING IRISES

We have all had that perfect specimen bloon stalk either before or after the date
of the Iris Shorry. How many times have vre said., "If only the show vras today. That
€'$qtd be the champion blue, or pink or vrhite. r' If your irls garden reaches the peak
of its bloom sea.son on the date of the show you will be 1ucky,

l{y garden is well d.ra;ined and protected from the north m"ind. The sandy loarn soil
rrarms up early in the spring so grovl-bh starts early and the peak of the bloom season
coEles about a treek ahead of nany of the suburban iris gardenso If the d.ate of the
show is ideal for rae, then it is too early for those folks out at the edge of the
citles. Then too, if they have clay or heavy black loa.ri soil, they vrllI have few
bloon stalks with more than the terminaJ. bl-oom open.

During the past several years the show has been late for my garden, making lt
difficult to find specimen stalksr tr.fany years ago I planted early bloonr:ing varieties
on the aorth side of my neighborts house and late blooming varieties on the south
sid.e of my gaJ.age. f later had both early a;:d late bloorrrlng varieties blooming durlng
m:id-season. In recent years ftve been unable to extribit any of the early bloomlng oner

L{any e:i*rlbitors cut their specimen bloon stalks the evenj.ng before the shov.
Some cut and store in florists ooolers several days ahead of the show. It was so
disappointing to find flov,rers fol_ded the nert morning on those perfecit bloom stalks
that I discontinued the practiee. Irve also cut stalks with nice big buds afld brought
them into the house and set them in the bath tub filled vyith 'ilarm vtrater. I quit thr,;t
too. It didnrt vrork.

Nor,'r I get ever;rthing ready the night before the show. The nilk bottles are filled
rith water, then I search the garden for those perfect stalks vrith fresh flowers or
big fat fluffy buds soon to open and attach the label-, In the back of the label I
mark the sJmbol designating the class it yd:iII be entered in at the shom so that It11
not have to use valuable tiue searching the nerb r:orn:lng at the shol. I start cutting
bloom stalks when daylight comes.

If exhibitors will use ba,rabbo stakes they can woitl crooked or curved staf-ks.
Putting'rads of paper in the axils to force the branch out wide so the flower will
be arvay from the nain stem does not work unless done while the sten is grolri-ng,

The perfect bloon staLk will be well proportioned with the branches w"ide so the
flowers are array from the main stem. The first branch should be 1ow so the stalk does
not appear leggy or the flovrers bunched at the top. I like as ma::y flowers open a,s
possible, preferably five, but never two flovrers open at once at the teruT:inal budr
That rnakes a cror:rded affect" I believe that bloomstalks with flowers bunched at the
top are caused by the bloomstalk growing real fast on a hot day or days, followetl by
cool or cold days"when the bloomstalk grows very slow1y,

Nerb I look closely to be sure the flowers are fresh. fhls can be noticed. by the
absence of any rrithered edge of the petals. ['trater spots, torn or broken petals are
looketl for. Spray residue should be wiped off the stems, Standards should be closed
and not caved in. The faJ-ls siiould not be pinched in at the sides or tucked under
at the tips.

Tissue paper is vradded and packed ln the neck of the milk bottle around the stenr
of the i-ris to keep it starding straight. Six bottles are staggered j-n the steel
earuier designed to hold twel-ve rrilk bottles. Thi-s avoids crowding vuhen being
transported to the show. Petals get torn or broken vrhen crovrd,dd.

For many years I
leveled the floor so
i,vhen I cut as rflamy as
Tr*itel tnrck and t aken

removed the babk seat in our car and with blocks of wood f
the steel- carriers r,vouLd stand Ievel. Several trips were nede
126 bloon stalks. These past few years Itve rented a small
seventy-tw:ta* 

:one 
trip. 

_ Gabe

EJ\CI{ PIECE 0F IIIIER COSTS THE TAXPAYER $li55.00
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FEEDBACK 0N rrUse Of Chemicalsr'.
'tOne year I dug up some o1d, very hardy diploid talL-beardeds and literalIy threw
them across the road into a weed patch" llas I surprised. to find that they had taken
root during the followi-ng vrinter ancl were grov,iingt Just for fun, I left thera alone
and the follom"ing May they developed a few bloon :staJ-ks. Unforbunately, the vreed
patch was full of dandeli-ons and the necessity to spray them before they blossomed.
and went to seed was a higher priority item than seeing those old ir:ises bloom again.
So vre sprayed the patch dorrn good vdth 2-4D. In several days, the btoom stalks rere
all twisted. and snaky, a few blossons came out (tlistortea), ttre nel?er leaves began
tuisting a^nd by the end of that summer, it was almost lmpossi-ble to find a trace of
those irises,
Question: would 2-4D haxe the same effect on properly planted gltd cultivated iris
plants? Conclusion: (cautious, but not very scientific) Itm going to let soneone
else flnd out --- wer1l stick to diggingvreeds that are close to our plantsocrco. rl

Ierry Rutledge

IRIS JfrENJiX].l.

Iris arenaria is listed as sJmon3@ous with 1.
flauissima by l?. R, Dykes. This interesti.ng 22 chrornosone
dwarf appears in many respects to be a transj-tion pla.nt
between the regalia a,nd oncocyclus iris and the pogoniris
fhe seeds possess a distinct aril, but not the large
rvtr-i-te raised aril of the regalias and oncocyclusn The
plants are stoloniferous and the seed capsule dehisces
below the apex.

Arenaria is native to Hungary and northeast .rsia
from the Altai region to Nongolia.

Yellow flowers are born J[ stems trith 2 or J flowers per
sten. The floi,vers last but a single day, witheri-ng in
a trristed spiral.

Bryant Fitch has hybridized ertensively rith I.
arenaria. Its recorunendations for hybridizing are a
quality of lightness and charm appropriate for a
mj-niature, flowers in perfect proportion to the plant
size and well forrned flaring faIls, a quality not always
found in I. pr.unila. Its faults are difficulty in growing,
fugati-ve bloom, although the 2 to 5 buds per stem exbend
the bloom period for a few days, and the standards vthich
tend to be forn,less. F1 seedlings are sterile and as far
as I know no line has been carried beyond this point.

Difficulty in grouii.ng is another aril linkage. .is
v'i'ith the arils this difficulty can perhaps be overcome
by dry conditions after the bloom se&sorlr Its higher
tolerance to surryner moisture however vrould be a fi-ne
characteristic to breed into the arils.

To do welL arenaria should be planted in vlell
n eonditions. It should be pla.nted in at least tno j.nches
sand overlaying rich porous leaf moldo Molsture is
but dry srrtnmers are recommended after the bloom season.
gror'ring arenaria does not seera to be a matter of hardiness

ping the plants dry after the bloonr sea.son.

soe the conse:rration volunteer- - J. !/adekanper
PT\STICTP:IIIi IN WI],DIIIE H*"BIOA[ ITTPROYEI.IE$M MOJECTS. SEI ASIDE A PoRTIoN oF YOUR
taND FOR NESTTNG CO.VER, FOOD PLOIS, tlO0Dy COVER pl"tlrTrNGs AIID X1iEtLA[IDS ri,.{mOVJllilE}XrS.
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